
What is the 
population of 

the entity?

0-1500?
Village or

 Rural Community?

Village, 
Rural Community

or
Town?

Village or Town:
▪ Must make by-laws respecting police 

protection. {Local Government Act; 10(3) 
and 10(4)}

▪ Responsible for delivery of all services
except for roads for the former LSDs and/or
portions of LSDs that have been annexed. 

Village,
 Rural Community, 

Regional Municipality,
 Town, or City?

Town or City:
▪ Must provide their services in both official

languages, per the Official Languages Act
(City only)

▪ Must make by-laws respecting police 
protection. {Local Government Act; 10(3) 
and 10(4)}

▪ Responsible for delivery of all services
except for roads for the former LSDs and/or
portions of LSDs that have been annexed.

Considerations

10,000 and
 above?

Population Density?
Rural versus Urban?

Density?
Rural versus Urban?

Language (only for City)?
Type of existing 

incorporated communit(ies) 
involved?

Rural Community:
▪ Rural Communities may but are not 

required to make by-laws respecting police 
protection. {Local Government Act 10(3) 
and 10(4)}

▪ The Minister may provide some services in
regional municipalities and tax to fund 
those services (Local Governance Act Part
10) 

▪ Responsible for delivery of all services
except for roads for the former LSDs and/or
portions of all LSDs that have annexed.

Regional Municipality:
▪ The residents of an area with a population 

of at least 15,000 and that contains at least 
one municipality may be incorporated as a 
regional municipality. (Local Governance Act
22(4)) 

▪ A regional municipality cannot be created
from all unincorporated areas – it must 
have one existing city/town/village in the
entities being joined to create it 

▪ Regional Municipalities may but are not 
required to make by-laws respecting police 
protection. {Local Government Act 10(3) 
and 10(4)}

▪ The Minister may provide some services in
regional municipalities and tax to fund 
those services (Local Governance Act Part
10) 

▪ Responsible to delivery of all services except 
for roads for the former LSDs and/or 
portions of LSDs that have annexed.
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1500 –
 10,000?

Municipality Plan (Town, City, Regional Municipality) 
24(5)(a)

(i) the development and use of land in the municipality,

(ii) the conservation and improvement of the physical 
environment,

(iii) the control and abatement of all forms of pollution of 
the natural environment,

(iv) the development of communication, utility and
transportation systems,

(v) the reservation and projected use of land for municipal
purposes, and

(vi) the provision of municipal services and facilities, 
including

(A) sewage collection, treatment and disposal,

(B) water supply and distribution,

(C) solid waste disposal,

(D) educational and cultural institutions,

(E) recreational facilities, parks, playgrounds and other
public open spaces,

(F) fire and police facilities,

(G) cemeteries and crematoria,

(H) urban renewal,

(I) housing,

(J) preservation of buildings and sites of historical interest,
and

(K) facilities for the provision of health and social services,

(vii) the co-ordination of programmes of the council
relating to the economic, social and physical development
of the municipality, and

(viii) any other matter that is, in the opinion of the council,
advisable

Local Governance Act Community Planning Act

Rural plan (Village or Rural 

Community) 35(2)

(i) residential uses,

(ii) commercial uses,

(iii) institutional uses,

(iv) recreational facilities and public open spaces,

(v) resource uses,

(vi) protection of water supplies,

(vii) heritage buildings and sites of historical or
archeological interest,

(viii) conservation of the physical environment, or

(ix) any other matter that the council considers necessary

Type of Government

Population

There are only subtle differences between most of the types of 
government at the local level in NB. This tool is designed to 
support decision-making, particularly in instances where decision-
makers are unfamiliar with the types of government currently 
active or available in NB. 

Is it important to note that the type of government chosen does 
not need to be reflected in the legal name of the entity. For 
example, a town does not have to be named “The Town of _xxx_”. 
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